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	Date: Thursday, May 24, 2007 --- Contact: Daryn Demeritt (ddemeritt@fieldgoals.net) 

Sometimes we all need a reminder about what it is we are fighting for. Jeannette and Raymund, a mother and son, offer powerful reinforcement about what ANCOR's National Advocacy Campaign is all about- stabilizing the direct support workforce for the millions of Americans with disabilities and families who rely on Direct Support Professionals (DSP).

For Jeannette and Raymund, direct support staff helped them realize what life could be. Raymund discovered his independence-his own apartment, new friends and an active life in the community-and the family shared new experiences that once seemed out of reach. Hear Jeannette speak about the value of DSP's in her own words at www.WhoWillCare.net, a partnership between ANCOR and United Cerebral Palsy.

Next week presents a great opportunity for you to advocate for families like Jeannette and Raymund. Your United States Representative will be home from Washington, D.C. through June 4, 2007 as part of the Memorial Day Congressional Recess. Don't miss this opportunity to ask your U.S. Representative to co- sponsor H.R. 1279, the Direct Support Professional's Fairness and Security Act of 2007.

This legislation has garnered 38 co-sponsors in less than three months; click here to see if your Representative is a sponsor. But much work needs to be done. In particular, we need to be sure that every one of the 81 returning co-sponsors from the last Congress gets back on this important bill.

Please click here to check the list of the returning co-sponsors who have yet to sign back on to this legislation. A phone call or letter from you is probably all it will takes to get these established workforce champions to co-sponsor H.R. 1279.

Here are some basic things you can do to promote H.R. 1279 and the workforce crisis to your U.S. Representative during next week's Congressional Recess: 

· Request a meeting. Contact your U.S. Representative's local office today to request a 15 minute meeting some time next week. If your Representative is unavailable, meet with the staff. Use ANCOR's Congressional Directory at http://www.ancor.org/ to find your Representatives local office address and phone number. 

· Attend an event. Your Representative is undoubtedly giving a speech or attending some kind of local event next week. Show up and take a minute of their time to tell them about the H.R. 1279 and the workforce crisis. 

· Call, write or submit a letter to the editor. If you can't cross paths with your U.S. Representative or their staff next week, at least contact their office or highlight the workforce issue in a letter to your local newspaper. 

Please don't miss this opportunity to ACT! Millions of Americans like Jeannette and Raymund are counting on our advocacy for a strong, stable direct support workforce. Contact ANCOR's National Advocacy Campaign consultant, Daryn Demeritt, ddemeritt@fieldgoals.net, if you have questions or need any support.

Thank you for your continued leadership on this important issue!

[image: image2.png]




ANCOR 



email: ancor@ancor.org 

phone: 703-535-7850 

web: http://www.ancor.org 



	


