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TANF Conference Calls:  
Identifying, Serving & Reducing Noncompliance among Recipients with Disabilities

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities in collaboration with the American Public Human Services Association will sponsor three conference calls to discuss (1) ways to improve the identification of disabilities among TANF recipients; (2) steps states can take to reduce noncompliance among TANF recipients with disabilities and develop workable employment plans for them; and (3) mechanisms for assisting recipients with serious disabilities to navigate the SSI application process.  LaDonna Pavetti of Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. will join each call as a discussant and will be available to answer questions.

The calls are open to officials and staff of state human service agencies, provider groups, and nonprofits interested in TANF and disability-related issues.  There is no need to RSVP for the calls.
Call Time:   2:00 PM – 3:15 PM (ET)
Call-In Number:  1-866-710-0179
Passcode:  TANF
May 30, 2007:
Identifying TANF Recipients with Disabilities that Interfere with Work or 




Program Participation 
Mary Hanley — an occupational therapist with who has worked both with TANF recipients and persons with serious and persistent mental illness will discuss how background information obtained from recipients about past TANF receipt, employment, and interactions with the criminal justice system can be important clues to the existence of significant mental health problems or cognitive limitations.  She also will discuss how Ramsey County, Minnesota has used functional needs assessments to identify these issues and the ways in which mental health issues can affect TANF recipients’ success in welfare-to-work programs.  

Barbara Connors from the University of New Orleans, Training, Resource, and Assistive Technology Center will discuss the validated disability screening tool they developed that is now being used in Louisiana’s TANF program.  

June 11, 2007:
Toward a Better Understanding of and Response to Noncompliance for 

Recipients with Disabilities 
 

Mary Hanley will discuss how functional needs assessments can be used to go beyond the identification of barriers and be used to inform the development of a workable engagement plan with the recipient.  She will talk about the kinds of barriers Ramsey County has uncovered among some of the most disadvantaged recipients and discuss the kinds of activities in which they were able to engage recipients successfully.  

Dixie Barr from Diversified Employment Opportunities will discuss the specialized work program they have recently implemented for TANF recipients through a performance-based contract with the Utah Department of Workforce Services.  This program is designed to engage recipients in a gradually increasing number of hours of work participation. 

July 13, 2007:
Helping Recipients Navigate the SSI Application Process 

 

States have long been frustrated that the process of applying for SSI is lengthy and that individuals who ultimately are found eligible for SSI benefits are first denied eligibility for failing to meet the disability-related requirements for the program.  This call will discuss how to set up and/or improve efforts to assist eligible individuals with serious disabilities apply for SSI.  
