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CMS Extends Application Date for Individualized State TA on Direct Service Workforce--Don't Let Your State Miss This Opportunity to Address HCBS Workforce Challenges! CMS announced January 10th, that the deadline to apply for Intensive Technical Assistance in 2007 through the Direct Service Workforce Resource Center has been extended until January 31, 2007.  ANCOR first apprised members of these grant opportunities in a March 2006 Alert. Sponsored by CMS, the DSW Resource Center provides state Medicaid agencies, researchers, policymakers, employers, consumers, direct service professionals, and other state-level government agencies and organizations easy access to information and resources they may need about the direct service workforce. The DSW Resource Center offers individualized Intensive Technical Assistance to up to five state Medicaid agencies through a competitive application process each year. The purpose of this TA is to help states develop or implement initiatives that strengthen the workforce that supports individuals with disabilities who live in home and community based settings in their states. CMS is targeting state Medicaid agencies for this TA because of the key role state Medicaid agencies play in quality assurance, worker education, supervisor education for workers and consumers, wages and benefits, and provider reimbursement. Please contact the Resource Center by email at info@dswresourcecenter.org or by phone at 1-877-822-2647 with any questions about the Technical Assistance available or the application process. You can download the Intensive Technical Assistance application and instructions from the DSW Resource Center website.   
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