
July 16, 2008

Dear Senator Warner:
On behalf of the American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR), thank you for your support July 14th, in adopting the Senate resolution designating the week beginning September 8, 2008, as "National Direct Support Professionals Recognition Week" (S.Res. 613). 

ANCOR is the national association representing more than 800 private providers of community living and employment supports to more than 350,000 individuals of all ages with disabilities. In order to meet their mission of providing quality, individualized supports, ANCOR's members employ 400,000 direct support professionals who daily provide a broad range of services that enable persons with significant disabilities to live meaningful, productive lives in their communities.

Often referred to as personal assistants, personal attendants, direct care workers, in-home support workers or paraprofessionals, these workers are the backbone of our nation's long-term supports system that enable people to live successfully in the community and avoid more costly institutional care. The majority of these workers are female and many are the sole breadwinners of their families. They provide a vital community service to the nation. Yet, many remain impoverished and are eligible for the same Federal and State public assistance programs on which the individuals served by the direct support professionals must depend.

The designation of the week of September 8th coincides with ANCOR's annual seminar in Washington, DC. ANCOR providers and many of their direct support professionals will be in town then and will be visiting your office to thank you personally for recognizing their dedication and their important role in enhancing the lives of individuals with disabilities of all ages.

Sincerely,
Suellen R. Galbraith
Director for Government Relations
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