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Date: February, 2006
       Contact:  Suellen Galbraith (sgalbraith@ancor.org)

Washington, DC: Yesterday, the House of Representatives narrowly approved by a vote of 216-214 the contentious $39 million budget reconciliation bill, S.1932.  Upon President Bush’s signature, substantial cuts and/or changes will occur in Medicaid, TANF, and SSI.  

health care changes to Medicaid’s cost-sharing and benefit provisions" \t "_self" 
The House’s sweeping changes to Medicaid include cost-sharing and benefit provisions
 as well as $10 billion in entitlement cuts taken solely from the Medicaid program. Some of the relevant Medicaid provisions (e.g., cost-sharing) become effective as soon as March 31, 2006 while others become effective January 1, 2007.
Thirteen House Republicans broke ranks Wednesday to vote “no” as the House cleared a budget savings package by only two votes.  The bill passed in December by a margin of five votes. House Republicans voting “no” were:  Jim Gerlach, Pa.; Timothy V. Johnson, Ill.; Walter B. Jones, N.C.; Steven C. LaTourette, Ohio; Jim Leach, Iowa; John M. McHugh, N.Y.; Bob Ney, Ohio; Ron Paul, Texas; Jim Ramstad, Minn.; Rob Simmons, Conn.; Christopher H. Smith, N.J.; John E. Sweeney, N.Y.; and Heather A. Wilson, N.M.
Thanks again to all the ANCOR providers and state associations for their work for the past several months as well as the recent advocacy on this issue over the past couple of weeks.  Remember, the Senate adopted the budget reconciliation bill on a 50-50 tie vote with Vice President Cheney casting the deciding vote.  Yesterday, the House adopted the bill with another very close vote.  YOU CAN AND DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
ANCOR will provide more details over the next several weeks about the effects of the Medicaid changes on people with disabilities and the providers who support them.  In addition, ANCOR staff will be conducting a session on these significant changes to Medicaid at the March Management Practices Conference.  Be sure to routinely check ANCOR’s Medicaid One-Stop web site for updates.
