April 28, 2008

ANCOR

1101 King Street, Suite 380

Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear  Representative


Re: Appreciation for Your Vote on Medicaid Safety Net Act of 2008 (H.R. 5613)

On behalf of the American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR) and its more than 880 private providers of Medicaid community living and employment supports to more than 390,000 individuals of all ages with disabilities, we wish to thank you for your vote last week in support of legislation to place a temporary one-year delay on seven harmful Medicaid regulations.

Medicaid is the largest insurer of millions of non-elderly individuals with disabilities and the largest payer of long-term services and supports for millions of children and adults with disabilities.  In fact, Medicaid is often the only source of health and long-term care insurance for many people with significant disabilities. 

ANCOR supports the efforts of Congress and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid to ensure that federal Medicaid funding is used appropriately.  ANCOR does not defend inappropriate excesses in federal Medicaid claiming and believes that taxpayers deserve federal and state oversight that exposes real abuse and neglect of the Medicaid program.
However, ANCOR strongly believes that these CMS regulations not only reflect significant changes in long-standing federal policy, but exceed the federal agency’s authority and Congressional intent.  In fact, some of the regulations contain provisions that Congress previously rejected.   We believe that these regulations have unintended consequences on states, providers, and beneficiaries with disabilities that undermine the very mission of Medicaid.  

By significantly reducing billions of dollars in federal Medicaid reimbursements to states, these regulations—in particular, those affecting rehabilitation, case management, school-based administration, and health-related provider taxes—will harm efforts to provide existing Medicaid home and community supports and threaten expanding such cost-effective efforts. Shifting much of the costs as well as responsibilities for legitimate services to people with disabilities is unwise federal policy.
ANCOR appreciates your recognition that it is an appropriate and prudent action to temporarily delay the implementation of these seven Medicaid regulations in order for stakeholders to fully understand and prevent unintended consequences as they revisit proposed changes to federal policy. 
Sincerely,

Suellen R. Galbraith

Director for Government Relations

