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NEWS RELEASE

October 5, 2004







Contact:  Lisa Alfonso-Frank, 202-783-2229

The Arc of the United States Applauds Representatives Terry and Capps for Introduction of Direct Support Professionals Fairness and Security Act

The Arc of the United States joins the American Network of Community Options and Resources and United Cerebral Palsy in applauding Representatives Lee Terry (R-NE) and Lois Capps (D-CA) for introduction of the Direct Support Professionals Fairness and Security Act, H.R. 5197.

For millions of people with disabilities of all ages, direct support professionals are the key to living successfully in their home communities.  Direct support professionals are often personal care assistants or home care aides who assist people with severe disabilities with medications, preparing and eating meals, dressing, mobility, and handling daily affairs.  

Yet, the supply of direct support professionals to provide supports is in crisis.  In 2000, the median hourly wage of personal and home care aides and home health aides was $7.50 and $8.23, respectively, for very demanding, often difficult work.  Many workers find that they can earn higher hourly wages, and receive better benefits, in far less demanding jobs in the fast food and retail industries.  As a result, people with disabilities experience continuous turnover of direct support workers who assist them with their personal daily needs or they find themselves unable to get workers at all.  Unable to find adequate assistance, people find their health, safety, and, sometimes, their lives in jeopardy.  

Parents in The Arc have worked for decades to ensure successful community living for their sons and daughters with severe disabilities.  They know that success is possible only when there is safety and security in the community based services and supports.  Parents are far too familiar with the impact on quality of care of low wages/no benefits for staff and high staff turnover.  Parents’ frustrations increase with the knowledge that workers in state-run institutions (the least desirable services) are paid higher wages and receive better benefits than their counterparts providing community based services and supports. 

Organizations providing services must work within the constraints imposed by policies of state governments, which establish the reimbursement rates for services available in the Medicaid program.  Otherwise, the providers have to find sources of funding elsewhere, which is often impossible.  

Representatives Lee Terry (R-NE) and Lois Capps (D-CA) introduced H.R. 5197, a bill to address the crises in those programs funded by the federal/state Medicaid program.  The Direct Support Professionals Fairness and Security Act will take bold steps in ensuring that direct support professionals are paid wages and benefits that enable them to stay in their jobs and provide the critical services that people with disabilities rely upon.  

The Arc of the United States commends Representatives Terry and Capps for their leadership and commitment to ensuring that our family members with disabilities are not made more vulnerable by the failure of the system to pay direct support professionals a decent wage with critical health care and other benefits.  The Arc pledges to work with Representatives Terry and Capps and with the American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR) and United Cerebral Palsy to secure swift passage of this critically important legislation.

The Arc is the national organization of and for people with mental retardation and related developmental disabilities and their families. It is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for people with mental retardation and their families. The association also fosters research and education regarding the prevention of mental retardation in infants and young children.

###

For more information about The Arc of the United States, visit the association’s web site at http://www.thearc.org.
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