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Long Term Supports and Services Legislation Summaries

Support the Community Choice Act (H.R. 1670 and S. 683) 
The Community Choice Act would allow people with disabilities who need an institutional level of care the choice of receiving their Medicaid services and supports in their own communities, rather than an institution. Corrects Medicaid's institutional bias and provides Americans with equal choice for home and community services.

 

Support the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) Act (H.R. 1721 & S. 697)  Senator Kennedy (D-MA), Representatives Pallone (D-NJ) and Dingell (D-MI) introduced the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) Act.  Provides a cash benefit that would help adults with severe functional impairments obtain the services and supports they need to live and work independently in their communities. Reduces the number of individuals forced to live in poverty just so they can qualify for Medicaid. Senate HELP committee has already marked up its version of health reform and included this bill. The House Energy and Commerce Committee has included the bill in its mark up.

 
Empowered at Home Act (H.R. 2688 and S. 434) Introduced by Senator Kennedy (D-MA), this bill revise the income eligibility level for home and community-based (HCBS) services for elderly and disabled individuals. It would improve the state plan amendment option for HCBS under the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, such as by raising the income eligibility level and broadening the scope of covered services, and would implement federal incentives to encourage states to develop and seek approval for such state plan amendments.
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