[image: image1.png]SSEER

From ANCOR'’s Government Relations Division





 Contact: Suellen Galbraith (sgalbraith@ancor.org) or Jessica Sadowsky (jsadowsky@ancor.org)                           No. 3 September 2007



This issue brief cites national and state statistics that depict how people with disabilities are priced out of the housing market.  In 2006 the national average monthly income of a person who relied on SSI as his or her source of income was $632, with the national average rent for one-bedroom apartments at $715 per month, equaling 113.1 percent of monthly SSI income.


Across the United States, people with disabilities with the lowest incomes face a housing affordability crisis as rents for moderately priced studio and one-bedroom apartments are above their entire monthly income.  Rents for modest one-bedroom units were equal to 113.1 percent of monthly SSI payments, and studio/efficiency rents were 100.1 percent of SSI during 2006.  Access to decent, safe and affordable housing is the foundation for individuals with disabilities to live and work in the community.  The lack of such housing is the second greatest barrier to community integration and full implementation of the Olmstead decision.  The Federal Government must take a leading role in ensuring the availability of decent, affordable, and accessible housing for individuals with disabilities who rely on SSI benefits so that they may enjoy full community membership.  More funding must be made available, and state and local officials must be held accountable for their responsibility to distribute fair share of government housing assistance to people with disabilities based on need.
Listed below are facts and figures that demonstrate the housing crisis for people with disabilities:

· The national average rent for a one-bedroom unit climbed to $715 per month and the studio/efficiency unit rent to $633 per month in 2006-both higher than the entire monthly income of people with disabilities who rely on the federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program.
· Since 1998 one-bedroom rents rose 64 percent compared to SSI-from 69 percent to 113.1 percent of SSI.  During that time, SSI income dropped 26 percent compared to the one-person median income.

· In 2006, the annual income of a single individual receiving SSI payments was $7,584-equal to 18.2 percent of the national median income for a one-person household and 25 percent below the federal poverty level.

· Since 1998, the value of SSI payments relative to median income has declined from 24.4 percent median income to 18.2 percent in 2006.

        Number of SSI Recipients and Percent of Monthly SSI Payment

Needed to Rent a One Bedroom Housing Unit
	State 
	SSI Recipients aged 18 - 64
	% of SSI

	Alabama 
	100,653
	78.30%

	Alaska 
	6,887
	76.80%

	Arizona 
	57,357
	103.70%

	Arkansas 
	53,674
	75.70%

	California 
	589,309
	116.30%

	Colorado 
	34,773
	108.50%

	Connecticut 
	33,123
	113.60%

	Delaware 
	8,118
	120.10%

	District of Columbia 
	12,578
	188.10%

	Florida 
	201,566
	118.60%

	Georgia 
	118,339
	99.50%

	Hawaii 
	12,607
	169.00%

	Idaho 
	15,030
	80.70%

	Illinois 
	156,488
	119.60%

	Indiana 
	65,572
	87.50%

	Iowa 
	29,450
	78.10%

	Kansas 
	25,659
	81.70%

	Kentucky 
	119,349
	75.80%

	Louisiana 
	90,936
	101.50%

	Maine 
	23,261
	95.60%

	Maryland 
	55,252
	147.90%

	Massachusetts 
	105,504
	137.50%

	Michigan 
	148,290
	96.50%

	Minnesota 
	45,943
	89.80%

	Mississippi 
	71,394
	78.20%

	Missouri 
	78,257
	83.00%

	State
	SSI Recipients aged 18 - 64
	% of SSI

	Montana
	10,417
	77.30%

	Nebraska
	15,005
	80.70%

	Nevada
	18,469
	122.20%

	New Hampshire
	10,091
	120.30%

	New Jersey
	79,304
	149.30%

	New Mexico
	30,838
	88.00%

	New York
	334,805
	137.50%

	North Carolina
	113,974
	95.10%

	North Dakota
	5,143
	71.70%

	Ohio
	171,438
	85.40%

	Oklahoma
	50,478
	70.20%

	Oregon
	39,711
	96.80%

	Pennsylvania
	199,044
	100.00%

	Rhode Island
	18,878
	130.10%

	South Carolina
	62,163
	89.60%

	South Dakota
	7,621
	71.90%

	Tennessee
	102,994
	85.40%

	Texas
	254,666
	97.00%

	Utah
	14,647
	93.70%

	Vermont
	9,000
	99.30%

	Virginia
	79,961
	128.40%

	Washington
	74,614
	97.40%

	West Virginia
	55,994
	72.20%

	Wisconsin
	59,667
	79.80%

	Wyoming
	4,091
	75.80%

	National Average
	4,082,870
	113.10%


ANCOR members can use this data to show why people with disabilities need to be considered in the development of housing policy.  These facts and figures can be used to convince local and state housing officials to adopt a high priority for people with disabilities with SSI level incomes within their local and state housing policies.  On the Federal level, several pieces of legislation address affordable housing.  Consider the following bills as you talk to your Representatives and Senators:

H.R. 2895-establishes the National Affordable Housing Trust Fund to provide for the construction, rehabilitation, and preservation of decent, safe, and affordable housing for low-income families

H.R. 1851-the Section Eight Voucher Reform Act of 2007

FY 2008 Transportation Housing and Urban Development Appropriations

Data Courtesy of Priced Out in 2006: The Housing Crisis for People with Disabilities
The lack of affordable, accessible housing for individuals with disabilities is illustrated by startling facts and figures.








PAGE  
1


