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May 30, 2008

The Honorable Christopher Murphy

The Honorable Judy Biggert

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representatives Murphy and Biggert:
On behalf of the American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR), I am writing to offer our strong support for the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act. Our 880 private providers of community living supports to more than 390,000 individuals of all ages with disabilities congratulate you on the introduction of this important legislation. 
The HUD Section 811 program is the only federal program solely dedicated to addressing the housing needs of extremely vital source affordable housing to individuals with significant disabilities who rely on SSI as their sole income and need access to services and supports. While the program has continued to develop supportive housing, the program should be brought into alignment with the other major government programs that fund affordable rental housing. 
H.R. 5772 would streamline and simplify the existing process by which 811 sponsors compete for new projects. It would also reform Section 811 and allow for investment of new capital resources from programs such as the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and HOME programs in supportive housing developments. Finally, HR 5772 would resolve the current threat to the program from the Section 811 “mainstream” voucher program.
ANCOR would like to thank you for recognizing the contributions of Frank Melville, a leader in promoting permanent supportive housing as an effective strategy for improving the lives of people with disabilities. ANCOR looks forward to working with you to pass this important legislation. 

Sincerely,

Suellen Galbraith
Director of Government Relations
ANCOR
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