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Providers Care... They Are Always There

We all watched in horror as our fellow Americans struggled for their lives, their property and their dignity when Katrina struck. We looked with heartbreak and agony as infants and children, the elderly, people with disabilities, and families fought the ravages of winds, rain and then remarkably survived only to face displacement, thirst, hunger, loneliness, and fear. All of us at ANCOR join in sending our message of condolences to those who lost their lives, family members, their homes, their communities, and even their dreams when Katrina came ashore.

ANCOR stands together to demonstrate to provider organizations, their dedicated direct support professionals, and our nation's most vulnerable citizens--those with mental retardation and other disabilities--in Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi that we care and we are there for them. 

ANCOR applauds the efforts of all those who risked their lives to save others and to those who put their own comfort aside as they helped vulnerable individuals reach safety and to provide them with aid and comfort. We are proud of America's generosity and to our nation responding by opening their arms and embracing those who are suffering so much. We urge a continued generosity from all segments of American life. And we at ANCOR are adding our collective contributions.

ANCOR does take note, however, that this tragedy has provided a focus--and maybe for the first time for many in America--to witness the effects of poverty and low wages. Let us take note that thousands of those with low wages are people who provide supports on a daily basis to people with severe disabilities. These direct support professionals helped people with disabilities to evacuate, are sheltering them in their own homes, have left the comfort of their own families to provide assistance, and who themselves are also left homeless, hungry, and temporarily without their places of employment. Let us all help America take note of these dedicated direct support professionals and provider organizations who brought thousands of people with disabilities to safety and who continue to stand beside them. Be sure and share this message within your communities.

ANCOR is joining the nation and reaching out to the network of people with disabilities and their families, direct support professionals, and provider organizations in areas affected by Katrina. To that end, please check this web site frequently for information on what federal, state, local, and private resources are targeted to Katrina relief. We will include information on what ANCOR as a national organization is doing, as well as what providers need and are doing in response to the challenges brought by Katrina.

Help us get out the word that We Care...We Are Always There. Please send us your ideas on what is needed, how you can help, and the stories of courage and compassion demonstrated by providers and direct support professionals. Send your thoughts and information with Katrina in the subject line to ancor@ancor.org.
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